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						      bridge
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	 distraught
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						      judge
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						      curb

	 ombré
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						      showering 	 you will smell 
						      me & come back	 drive 
						      slow	 howl	 I spend the 
						      hottest part of  the day on the 
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						      and masonic crosses	 you 
						      took your toy 	 made a bed of  
						      my dress 
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						      brightness
						      compound
						      walls

						      boy
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		  rebuke
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		  sing
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						      fear
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	 silent					     accusation
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	 small					     figure

		  pick
boulder
						      string
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						      pawn
		  turns
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smoke

				    eyebrows
				    lips
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	 silent	 watching			 
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						      gestures

						      women
		  hold				  
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				    head
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	 curving			  neck
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	 extended		  wrist
				    earlobe
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						      thespeaking
						      ofit	 itisaformula
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						      actions
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		  don’t
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		  toremeapart

		  crack
						      nightwindow

	 condensing
					     mouths

		  hiccup
						      mastery

					     inhale
		  hangs
	 distracted
	 cold
						      rite
						      mother

	 large
					     gestures
		  open
	 mute
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		  spiral
						      waitingroom

						      hesitation
		  replaces
	 lost					   
						      luggage

					     body
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						      word

	 conjured
	 haloed
	 unwarm
						      benediction
						      machine
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						      : continent reverence :

		  look
				    shoulder
mountain
				    hand
		  rest
table

	 untitled
						      icon
		  slung
		  angle
light
						      magnum	 artillery	
	
						      century		

						      communion	 hypnosis

	 high
						      gradient
	 permanent

grassland
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						      silhouette

		  whelm

opacity		

		  sight

land
	 interior

	 final
						      decree

						      caesura
	 warm

				    fifteenconcrete 

				    irreverencecast
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							       walkzero walkrabbit stone
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radius
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						      kin
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						      prism 
				    eyelid	
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				    lip
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						      brim	
		  look				    ancestor
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		  dwell
		  bind
curtain

		  close		  eye
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						      idiom

		  to say your land
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				    feet
name is same

				    mouth
	 hysterical
		  to say I was never meant to be

						      origin
						      moment
	 first		

			   Americanboot 
		  hit 
ground

						      you’re killing me
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						      Orion
		  sits
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					     eyes
	 noisy					     lights

		  purify				    checkpoints
			 
	

						      Sirius
		  pulls				    leash
	 masked					    master

						      bed
wash
	 expired
arroyo
	 onlyretro				    Mercury
	 dark					     wine
		  pull

		  know				    safepassage
						      constellation
		  mark
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		  search
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	 constant				    mass

		  close				    distance

		  fall
	 cool				    cheek

	 bumper					    car
		  collide

		  summons
						      chaos
	 falling

						      speech
	 less
		  want
	 soft
					     hand
		  guide
					     stomach
	 white					     shirt

		  stroke
	 close
		  cut
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					     hair

		  moan
		  touch
	 wet
		  receive
		  fall
					     arm
		  pin
		  manage
		  thank

		  sleep
		  say			   armpit
	 gentle

		  disentangle			   bed

		  drift				    minute

						      nativetoyou
						      inhabitantofyou

	 soastobeentitledtomaintenance
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	 soastobechargeableuponyou

		  deservedbyyou
		  pertaintoyou

	 inthepowerofyou
	 atyourdisposal

						      yourconcern
						      yourproperbusiness

						      residentofproperplace

		  seizeneither
						      furyhatred

						      everyvessel	
		  fill

horizon					    vertigo
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stone
		  touch
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		  cradle
		  ache

					     I swear I can rip the walls off this house
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				    hand

						      continent    reverence   pleasure
				    cancer					   
	 ex					     fluent
				    vein
bloom
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		  mira
	 left
	 right
	 familiar
	 colonial
						      melancholy
	 ancestral
		  ties
	 squeezed			   eyes	 pleasure

		  watch
						      secondhand
						      clock
	 formless				    intimacies
						      wounds

	 silent
	 blank					     lines
						      ellipses
	 whole					     page
	 empty
						      prophecy

		  dontwanttowrite	
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						      monuments

		  stand
	 sudden

		  say				    letspaywerelosinglight
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						      : hand axiom :

					     sweat
						      accessory
sunset

		  waiting
						      vegan
						      bac’n
						      cheezeburger
						      foodtruck
						      gaybar
		  caters
						      straightpeople

						      matrix
						      curiosity
	 smartassed
		  idealizing

		  follow
		  breaking



94

					     heart

						      queer
						      drag
		  stripping
		  crying
						      bed
	 young
	 stupid
						      purpose
	 brilliant
						      whynot
						      life
	 notclean
		  get
	 older
		  wearing
	 big
	 black
						      boots
	 attempted
						      conversations
	 faithful
	 dim
						      desire
		  saysfuckyou
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	 deliberate

		  throw
						      energy
		  fling
		  practice 
						      force
						      presence
		  overthrow
		  distract
	 internalized
						      limit

						      goodbye
						      goodbye
						      goodbye
		  nests
						      suspicion

	 vulnerable
		  survives
	 little

	 direct
						      observations
	 ending
	 tired
						      deductions
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						      tonight
	 soft
						      skein

moon
	 white
						      ink

						      night
ocean
land
		  ebbs
		  flows
	 solar
lights
	 strung
						      rails

						      noproduct
						      nomoral
		  acclimating
monsoons
						      absence

		  oscillate



97

						      break
		  listen

		  spin
						      stories
		  leaving
						      fragments
		  gather

		  feel
						      free
		  pretend
		  hugging
		  enjoy
						      rush

		  talk
						      arrival
						      summer
lightningbugs
						      lawnmowers
						      day
						      pie
						      nights
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		  stop
		  cooling
						      spring
cicada
	 fancy
						      name
cricket

		  tell
	 hot
	 loud

		  call it a science
		  trust 

		  enter a sentence			   beloved

rock
						      belly
		  rooms
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	 watery
flowers
		  bears repeating

						      fantasy
	 closer than discipline

	 taut cord doesn’t send			   word

						      distance
waves
					     breathe
						      ship
					     chest

		  sense a coming
		  joke for the dinner table

						      interference
	 formal symmetry
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	 mid
ocean
mountain	
		  cast figment against forecasted loss

		  set a watch by

						      waxpaper
monsoon
cloud
	 black
	 thin
smoke
		  strike
		  clap

						      utterance
	 whispery flash

		  skip
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						      money fell out of  my mouth with 
						      every bump and pothole ago

	 moving
water

sky
	 vast
		  opens
						      past
		  hold
					     body

						      year
		  driving
	 aquiferous
fault
						      zone
desert
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						      direction
sky
						      posttext
						      posthumanist
						      utopia
		  experience
	 intimate
	 lyric
						      openness
						      refusal
	 represented

desert
						      cities

						      seams

						      butches
		  waittables
						      LaMalinche
	 baby
						      dyke
		  buses
						      VillageInn
		  serves
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						      carnitas
						      breakfast

						      mama
						      nurse
		  looks
						      everywoman
						      city
						      family

						      shotgun

		  comingoff
						      MexicanCoke
	 high
						      Woodland
						      slope
		  ends
						      speedbumps
escarpment
		  rises
	 steep
						      decline
	 gently
	 asymmetrical
						      resolution
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		  exit
						      city

		  ask
		  leave
						      midnight
		  depart

		  whisper
	 first
						      time
						      phrase
						      Barthes
	 truly
	 phatic

	 low
						      murmur
purr
echo
						      noncontent

						      utopia
						      literal



105

						      nothing I say   
hive 
						      voices

		  distract 				    cascade 
	 singular 
						      memories

riverine 				    sweat 
					     tears
					     saliva
					     mucus
					     vaginal 
		  discharge

						      day’s end slip

						      bed 
	 of  distance 

	 kindness
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	 sweet
						      neglect
	 abiding
						      presence

						      departure
		  falls
		  falls

		  talk
	 4000+
						      dead
						      postMaria

						      rebuke
		  break
	 bottomless
						      coffee

		  rolling
						      irritants

						      hardhats 
		  stretch
	 black
	 shiny
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						      tarp
crevasse
						      funeral

						      hole

	 lowkey
	 avoidant
	 re	 encounter

	 two
						      topics
		  raise
					     voices

						      right
		  shift
						      subjective
						      social
						      claims
						      racial
						      identity
						      relevance
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						      grammar
						      nonbinary
						      gender

cloud
						      weather
						      moisture
critters
		  defined
						      negation
						      cities

						      languages
		  understood
		  notspoken
		  usedforthinkingnotwith		 placecurrency
						      flags
		  flown
						      place

						      morning
birds
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						      telephonewire
		  signs
						      forgetting
						      place
	 nottherebutthere

						      hermeneutics
						      hygiene
	 haywire

		  hiding
		  make
nest

		  observing
		  stops
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						      text
		  require
						      response
		  ask

		  made
						      words
		  use
		  disappear
	 imperfect
						      memory
	 written

						      writing
		  distract
		  breaking
		  undo
						      pattern
						      chaos

		  tug
	 loose
						      thread
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						      suspension
	 still
						      fiction

		  come
	 undone

						      house
ground
		  inching
	 whitewashed
						      walls

		  buys
						      house
	 happy
						      home

		  relate
		  afford

		  practice
	 open
						      line
						      abandon
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						      temptation
		  misgender
		  revenge

	 unmanned

						      cocktail

					     bone
						      dailiness
	 maskless
					     hand
		  holding

		  saying				    baby

		  spending
						      barmoney
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		  pullapart
						      time
						      routine
						      pharmaceuticalTV
starlings

						      time
		  gathers
	 flying
						      threads

		  gather
		  turn
water

		  want

						      stillness
		  holding
					     tears
	 little
	 shaking
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					     fringe

		  stay
		  stroke
				    back
		  hold
		  sleep
		  call
					     darlin

					     couch
clementines
					     coffee
weed
whippet
					     winter
light

		  send
					     emojis

					     seenoevil
monkey
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ocean
wave
	 brown
					     mermaid

					     translation
	 blue

						      sunglasses
					     nose
		  press
					     back
stone						      wall

	 large
creek
stones
	 slippery
	 muddled

ice						      block
						      whiskeyglass
		  sink
	 worn
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		  red
						      pewcushion
						      fun

	 bright
	 yellowred
						      hardback
						      nightstand
						      response
						      FranLebowitz
						      Instagram
		  pull
	 white
						      sheets
					     knees
		  read
	 three
						      pages
		  eating
vegetal						     taco
	 rich					   
						      suburb
		  spaceout
water
		  recalling
					     womb
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		  find
						      imprint

						      matter
		  balancing
						      pH
						      OTCmeds
					     thumb
					     fingers
		  infect
	 delicate
						      ecology
		  shift
						      vowels
		  match
	 faltering
currents
						      summer
rains
						      karaoke
						      voice
		  flowers
						      ironwork
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	 napping
					     body

		  smell
copper
						      Makers&ginger
coconut						     oil
						      schadenfreude

		  reply
	 quick
						      production
					     mucus
tendril
					     scar
	 smeared
comfrey

eucalyptus
					     cuticles

					     oxytocin
					     seratonin
		  hold
					     hand
						      axiom
		  strips
						      moment

						      daily
						      conveyance
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						      companion
					     skins
	 wild
		  grip

	 introverted
						      kind
	 best
						      pessimism

	 deep
						      surprise
						      incorporation

		  smear
					     flashsweat
	 pearly

						      attention
		  tending
					     body
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						      Mercury
						      retrograde
		  yelling
						      traffic

	 wondrous
						      limit

	 excited
					     body
		  jumps
						      chair
						      vocal
		  fries
						      camera

		  internalize
					     body
						      disposability

		  remember
	 first
	 groomed

						      crushes
	 weaponized
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						      home
	 polluted

						      safety
cave
						      dreams

	 tighty
						      whities
	 bared
					     chests
	 top
						      surgery
	 swinging
					     tits

						      balloons
	 tied
					     butt
						      plug

		  kiss
						      stage
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bonedust
	 nice					     violence

						      partydress

	 telling					     blankness

						      text

		  hangs			   eye	 level
						      space
		  claim

						      object
						      target
	 composed

	 competing
	 subdividing
	 synthesizing

	 dual
	 hyper
	 mean

	 antipodal
						      fates
		  fail

		  remove				   progress
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						      stories

	 optimal					  
						      wellbeing

		  unmark				   kids

		  unruly				    romance

		  sleep
	 manic

otheranimals

sound						      musicality
						      language
		  use

		  find				    places
						      feeling
	 tender	 touch
	 disturbed
						      time
						      loss
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fire
						      millennia
		  travel
					     thigh
	 hovering
					     palm

	 secondary
radiance
moon

		  breathe
	 slower
	 faster
		  bow			   heads

	 wiry
fur
		  recede
					     limbs
						      advent
	 hot
flashes
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mossy					     tongues
		  seal
						      tannic
					     pheromone
						      coat

	 conjoined
					     ear
					     nose
					     shoulder

		  sleep
		  stirs
	 small
		  moan

						      mouth
		  presses
	 thick
	 dark
						      hair
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		  inhale
						      social
						      recognition
						      pairbonding
						      anxiety
						      fearmodulation
						      maternalbehaviors
						      loyaltyenvy
						      expressionsofdisgust

	 sudden
						      beatification
		  brush
wave
wave
		  crash
					     shoulder
					     temples

	 dangerous
flooding
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	 soft
						      sheen

ocean						      stillness

	 rainbow
mink
					     tails
						      Luccheseboots

						      portmanteau

						      goddess
						      tax

	 steel
						      gerund

	 third
						      party
						      quinceañera
		  vote

	 black
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						      Cadillac
						      weapon
citrine
						      points

					     fist
wildflowers
creosote
		  soaks
		  subordinate
	 phatic
						      intimacy
						      sentence
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: notes : 

As an effort to undo in language the normative relations of  self  to lover, land-
scape, and loss, this book opens with a poem that arranges language from Lorine 
Niedecker’s journal, “Lake Superior Country ’66,” published in Lake Superior 
(Wave, 2013): “The journey of  the rock is never ended. In every tiny part of  any 
living thing are materials that once were rock that turned to soil. These materials 
are drawn out of  the soil by plant roots and the plant used them to build leaves, 
stems, flowers and fruits. Plants are eaten by animals. In our blood is iron from 
plants that draw it out of  the soil. Your teeth and bones were once coral.” 

“pours pour” borrows language from Gabrielle Civil, Janice Lee, and Maryam 
Parhizkar on the panel “How Do I Sound?” and Saretta Morgan on the panel 
“Everywhere Is Other: Love in Landscapes of Surveillance,” both at Thinking Its 
Presence, University of Arizona, October 20-21, 2017.

“afterlife / dredge / water / weeping / mud” was generated in collaboration with 
Soham Patel on Blackhawk Island, Wisconsin, August 2017.

“dip halves … I am promoted?” is from Mildred Pierce, written by Ranald 
MacDougall, 1945.

“ecstasy / boredom // voyeur / accomplice” is from Tyrone Williams on the panel 
“Writing/ Talking/ Teaching the Racial Ephemera” at Thinking Its Presence, 
University of  Arizona, October 21, 2017. 

“orientalwoman … thestate / ofnature” is from Gustave Flaubert as quoted by Dalia 
Gebrial, “Decolonising Desire: The Politics of  Love” Verso (February 13, 2017).
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“you are spotted running … made a bed of  my dress” borrows found language in 
Andrea Muñoz Martinez’ Facebook posts, August 2011. 

“thereisno / otherinformation … correspondsto noritual” is from Roland Barthes, 
A Lover’s Discourse, trans. Richard Howard (Macmillan, 1978), pp. 148-49.

“untitled / icon/ slung … permanent / grassland” and “fifteenconcrete / 
irreverencecast … walkzero walkrabbit stone” engage with Donald Judd, “15 
untitled works in concrete, 1980–1984” at The Chinati Foundation, Marfa, Texas, 
January 2018. 

“seizeneither / furyhatred / everyvessel / fill” and “I swear I can rip the walls off  
this house” paraphrase a transcribed translation of  an interview with Chavela 
Vargas in Chavela, directed by Catherine Gund and Daresha Kyi (2017).







135

: acknowledgements : 

This book’s linguistic queering of intimacies took four years to find its form. 
Thank you to the readers of its many incarnations: Susan Briante, Chiwan Choi, 
Carolyn Ferrucci, Marilyse Figueroa, Hoa Nguyen, Janice Lee, Farid Matuk, 
Saretta Morgan, Mónica Teresa Ortiz, John Pluecker, Mg Roberts, Lilia Rosas, 
Andee Scott, MT Vallarta, Wendy Vastine, and Annar Veröld. 

Thank you to the editors who published pieces collected here: Michelle Detorie  
for Entropy; Emma Hine for the Academy of American Poets; Stephanie Goehring 
and Thao Votang for Conflict of Interest; Keetje Kuipers for Poetry Northwest Review; 
Janice Lee, Andrea Quaid, Dennis James Sweeney, and Harold Abramowitz 
for the Spontaneous! Series; Cheena Marie Lo for Hold; Travis Macdonald and 
JenMarie Macdonald for Fact-Simile; Vi Khi Nao for Sinister Wisdom; Joel Salcido 
for Hayden’s Ferry Review; and Eileen Tabios for Marsh Hawk Review. 

Thank you to all who collaborated with me on making this book object. Thank 
you to Julie Tolentino for lending her work for the cover. Thank you to the 
Belladonna* Collaborative, especially Rachel Levitsky, James Loop, and Rachael 
Guynn Wilson. Thank you to Ariel Goldberg and Zoe Tuck for their editorial 
work. Thank you to HR Hegnauer for working patient miracles. All praise and 
awe for Krystal Languell’s infrastructural brilliance. 

I’m indebted to Stacy Szymaszek for her insightful critique and encouragement 
of the entire manuscript. Thank you to my partner in poetry and all things. 








