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Like the streets of Ferguson, Baltimore, 
and all the way back to Watts, we burn 
with revolution. This project is rebellious at 
its root and collaborative at its core. This 
newspaper invites a different guest-editor 
to curate along side us for each volume. 
They choose a topic that investigates the 
afflictions within a community. With their 
found research; they create restorative 
work around what ails those most 
vulnerable in their said community. The 
work that has emerged from our most 
recent collaborative effort is necessary. I 
do not use this word casually, nor do I use 
it quietly. I use it carefully as a warning. 
Your ability to feel as you engage will 
direct you to the work that must be done. 
Our struggle cannot be hung on walls, 
what purpose would that serve? Read this, 
pass it on, and educate one another. That 
is the best thing we can do to honor each-
other and the experiences we carry as we 
move forward to fight the powers that be.

This project was meant to be released every 
quarter since we launched it in the Fall of 
2018. Since then; we have entertained 
countless ideas; but have failed to commit 
commencing the second volume until now. 
This is positively because the amount of 
ideas outweigh the hands that are making 
it. We have moved slower with this project 
than expected, and we have leaned into 
that rhythm. There will be many more 
volumes, in due time (we don’t have that 
rhythm sorted quite yet), but today is about 
volume ii.

* We recognize that by publishing and distributing volume ii of Even The Score, we are participating in a direct 
action that is invested in the nation of The United States of America. If you have been a long time follower of 
us, you may know that Homie House Press is supremely anti-nationalist in our ethos and practice. We cannot 
dismantle or decolonize from a nationalist perspective. It is essential to the work that we do. That being said, we 
see the priceless value and the wholesome hearts of the growing minds and hands that have created this issue. We 
stand by them and support them fully. This newspaper is being distributed world wide on all Homie House Press 
platforms both in the USA and in Europe. Homie House Press is still anti-nationalist. Stay tuned for volume iii of  
Even The Score: Anti-Nationalism. 

Fall of  2019, I had the privilege of accepting 
a three-month-residency with Bowie State; 
a public historically black university in 
Prince George’s County, Maryland. I was 
tasked with leading the photo-journalism 
students of Prof. Jennifer White-Johnson, 
in creating something that was connected 
to them in a personal, political, and 
poetic way. We debated on what topic 
to center the newspaper. With sixteen 
different opinions it became complicated 
and delicate. In attempting to find a way 
where all students could engage with what 
mattered most to them without it becoming 
too broad, we landed on what we felt 
was a beautiful way to move forward and 
honor everyones respective beliefs and 
identities: Vote 2020. We agreed that this 
was an excellent way to teach ourselves 
how and why to vote as well as teach our 
larger black and brown communities the 
importance of this action.  

We are honored to highlight the work of 
students that need this platform just as much 
as we do. It is not often that we get to enter 
a space in which we are surrounded by 
identities much like our own: those that are 
inadequately represented and diminished 
on a large scale worldwide and within the 
mainstream world of art. 

Thank you Bowie State University, 
for inviting a scrappy femme into your 
classrooms, and allowing me to queer up the 
institution. It has been my complete honor. 
Thank you to the incredible individuals 
whom I am lucky to call students, that gave 
of their soul to this newspaper in order 
to get their ideas across in such loving, 
playful, and poetic ways.  

Adriana Monsalve

Photojournalism Art 353 with Adriana Monsalve. 
Sept. 6, 2019 - Bowie State University
Image: Prof. Jennifer White-Johnson



VOTER SUPPRESSION 
By Brittany N. Gaddy 
and Arianna Lewis & THE  TRUTH BEHIND IT 

Voter suppression is any effort that 
prevents people from voting or 
registering to vote. It may be done 
legally through laws and administrative 
rules, or it may be done illegally through 
gerrymandering. Voter suppression has 
plagued the United States since the start of 
the country’s formation. And it continues 
to prevent citizens from exercising their 
constitutional right to vote. So the 
students and staff of Bowie State 
University have something to say 
about it.



No ID? No vote

Dr. William Lewis

There are different ways to suppress the vote of 
a particular group or class of people.  According 
to Dr. William Lewis, a political science professor 
at Bowie State University, one of the ways 
government officials can suppress the vote of 
citizens is through voter ID and exact-match 
laws. 

Voter ID laws require voters to present an 
approved form of ID to vote. But not all Americans 
have access to these kinds of IDs. According to 
alcu.org, more than 21 million Americans do not 
have approved forms of photo identification. 

Exact-match laws also suppress a person’s right 
to vote. They require a voter’s ID to exactly 
match the information from when he or she 
registered to vote. Georgia is one of the states 
that has implemented the exact-match law. If the 
information is not an exact match, then a citizen 
has 26 months to clear any issues before he or 
she can vote. 

“There are thousands of votes that have been 
put on hold because of the verification process,” 
said Lews. “The party in power is desirous in 
maintaining authority and...will do whatever it 
takes to make it difficult,” or other people to 
vote.  

The evolution of voter 
suppression

Deanna Stokes

Deanna Stokes, tied the word voter suppression 
to one theme - “power.” This suppression is 
no longer about keeping a race down, but 
instead restricting a larger group of people.  
Although blacks and browns may bear a lot of 
the suffering, they are not the only ones being 
suppressed. 
 
The process of denying people their rights to 
vote started over a century ago by suppressing 
people of color.  However, it has only evolved.  It’s 
no longer just the African-American community 
suffering, but all marginalized groups. From 
Latinos, to college students, to gays, to blacks.  
Voter suppression is a widespread problem in 
our country. This suppression isn’t about racism 
anymore; it’s about power. 

“There are thousands of 
votes that have been put 
on hold because of the 
verification process.”

Where it started 

Oladia Menchacha

 
When it comes to the topic of voter suppression 
there are a variety of ideas we can gather 
from it. These ideas originate from personal 
experiences, things in the media, or even a 
google search. The point is that in today’s 
society voter suppression is not a taboo. 
 
It is extremely prevalent. According to the 
Brennan Center for Justice, in 2019, 29 states 
have introduced or carried over at least 87 bills 
restricing voter access. With voter suppression 
being so prominent there is one question that 
keeps surfacing - “why?” Oladia Menchacha, 
a junior, describes the root of this suppression 
with one word, “racism.”

According to Menchacha, this suppression 
is not new, "it happened.. when America got 
started. When voting first became a right only 
whites could vote and blacks couldn’t.” And 
even once black men gained their right to vote, 
black women were still restricted. This was the 
first form of voter suppression for our country 
but definitely not the last. 
 

 

“[Voter Suppression] 
happened... when 
America got 
started.”

Left Page: Dr. William Lewis
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“Often people who 
take college classes 
don’t know about 
voter suppression or 
the signs of it.”

Undercover suppression

Damon Fox

Senior Damon Fox believes that to prevent 
voter suppression, Americans should know 
and understand what constitutional rights are 
afforded to them as citizens. “As a citizen you 
have the right to vote,” he said, “simple as that.”  

It is not always easy, however, for people to cast 
their votes in elections, especially for minorities.  
“Basically, if you aren’t white,” said Fox, “they 
try to take away your right to vote.”

This type of discrimination is evident in many 
states where excessive vote purging has 
occurred. According to ballotpedia.org, voter 
registration lists or voter rolls are essential to 
voting. And to increase the accuracy of voter 
rolls, names are periodically removed from 
these lists.  

However, sometimes states and counties 
disenfranchise voters by purging or removing 
their names from voter registration lists. While 
voting officials can purge the voting lists 
whenever they want to, it is especially harmful to 
citizens when it’s done just before an upcoming 
election. Without a voter’s name appearing 
on the voting list, he or she cannot cast a vote 
that will be counted in an election. According 
to a report by the Brennan Center for Justice, 
at least 17 million Americans were purged 
from voter rolls between 2016 and 2018. That 
number was higher in states with a history of 
racial discrimination.

“There shouldn’t be any hidden stuff that 
prevents you from [voting],” said Fox. But in 
America, there is.

Seeking knowledge

Moniesha Lawings

 
At the age of eighteen citizens are legal to vote. 
However, by eighteen most adolescents are out 
of high school and moving on to their adult lives. 
So when is the topic of voting or even voter 
suppression introduced? 
 
For some, the next step is college, a higher 
level of education. College is where students 
are expected to advance their knowledge on 
subjects such as communications, accounting, 
writing and even politics. However, based on 
a tallied survey at Bowie State University, the 
truth is college students lack when it comes to 
knowledge of voter suppression. 
 
Out of 43 people on Bowie State’s campus, 
more than half of those people were ignorant to 
the signs of voter suppression. Although, not all 
of the students were left blind sided. For students 
like senior Moniesha Lawings, the topic is quite 
familiar. Lawings described the method behind 
voter suppression as “keeping marginalized 
groups from getting any sense of power.” 
 
Being African-American, Lawings is part of a 
marginalized group herself, however she never 
experienced the suppression first hand. When 
asked if her pursue in a higher education was 
the reasoning behind her insight on this topic 
Lawings stated “often people who take college 
classes don’t know about voter suppression or 
the signs of it.” 
 
The topic of voting is not something that’s roaring 
on college campuses. However, it should be. 
College students are the next generation of 
voters and they shouldn’t have to “enroll in 
multiple government classes to gain insight on 
voting” which is the path Lawings took. 

Mixed messages 

Giovanni Osorio 

Voter suppression doesn’t always come from 
government officials or lawmakers. As pointed 
out by sophomore Giovanni Osorio, it can be 
from a friend or someone you follow on social 
media.
 
According to Osorio, social media posts that 
discourage people from voting or from voting 
how that person wants to vote are a form of voter 
suppression. These posts can look like, “don’t 
vote for a Republican, just because they’re a 
Republican. Or vote for a Democrat because 
their a Democrat,” he said.  
 

According to the Brennan Center for Justice, a 
research team at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison discovered hundreds of messages on 
social media that were formed to prevent or 
discourage people from voting. These posts 
were not truthful about how or when to vote, 
asked for people to boycott the election, or they 
wanted to intimidate voters.  
 
One solution for this problem suggested by the 
Brennan Center would be for Congress to sign 
the Deceptive Practices and Voter Intimidation 
Act. This would explicitly prohibit the spread of 
false information about voting that could keep 
people from the polls. Another solution would be 
for Congress to enact a law that would provide 
clear disclosure guidelines regarding senders of 
online messages about voting.

Top Left: Damon Fox
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The Kids Are Alright
Eventually we realized that we were heading in 
a direction that would eventually turn sour if we 
continued as is. We needed to figure out how 
to maintain our friendship while redesigning 
what our futures would look like independently. 
We wanted the kids to see that just because 
something doesn’t work the way you initially 
intend for it, doesn’t mean that it needs to turn 
ugly. We agreed to maintain our friendship, not 
just for ourselves but for the kids. 

When I told my now girlfriend about my 
situation, she was incredibly understanding. 
She’d never dated anyone with kids. I wasn’t 
sure how my co-parenting relationship with 
their father, would impact our relationship. 
Surprisingly, it hasn’t been an issue. My new 
normal now includes, having dinner, going to 
birthday parties, museums, parks, and so forth 
not just with the children, but with my partner 
and their dad.
  
It hasn’t always been easy. Even though it’s 
been years. Somedays are better than others.  
On hard days, I remind them of how loved they 
are. That the only thing that changed in our 
family, is our sleeping arrangements. I remind 
them that just because their dad and I aren’t in 
a romantic relationship doesn’t mean that we 
aren’t all family.

Change is hard for kids. Despite it all, my kids 
are excelling. They love to read, laugh, and 
play.  They are curious, and brave. I’m proud of 
them.  They’ve embraced me, and my girlfriend, 
with open arms. I’m grateful that they have a 
wonderful relationship with their dad, and my 
girlfriend.  They adore and love her.  The feeling 
is mutal. I do worry at times. I wonder how my 
orientation will impact them. Will it prevent 
them from making friends? In time, will they 
resent me? Will they be mocked?

I never foresaw my future looking like this, I’ve 
grown in ways I could never imagine. Even 
with my fears, I cannot envision my life looking 
any other way. My children are loved beyond 
measure. My family may not look traditional, 
and our dynamic may be confusing for those 
who don’t understand, but that’s okay.

My 8 year old asks me, his face is slightly 
scrunched up. His expression is a combination 
of a smile with hint of disgust. He’s at an age 
where he’s beginning to understand what 
a family is, and what it means. He is also 
realizing, that his family doesn’t look like many 
others. After a quick glance, my girlfriend and 
I chuckle. I pause before answering and tell 
him that we haven’t had that conversation yet. 
I asked him what he thought about us getting 
married, he tells me that it’s our choice. He’s 
diplomatic. Later, I ask him what he knows about 
homosexuality, actually I asked him if he knew 
what gay meant. He unsurely responded with, 
“happy?”  I laughed, and told him he was right. 

His father and I met when we were 21. He was- 
and still is- one of my closest friends. We were 
together for five years before having our first 
child, shortly after our second, then third was 
born. By the time I was 30, I had three kids under 
the age of three and a half. It was exhausting, 
and overwhelming but led me on a journey of 
understanding me. 

When I came out to their father, he was 
surprised. It definitely hasn’t been the easiest 
transition for either of us. It was filled with many 
tense moments, as well as tears.

The Parents Are Queer

By Dania Alexis

Left Page: Anthony
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Statistics from New England 
Journal of Med

There are 114,000 same-sex couples that 
are raising children in America.

“The longest-running prospective study 
on sexual minority parent families found 
that 25-year-olds raised by lesbian 
parents do as well on multiple measures 
of psychological health as adults from a 
population-based sample. The researchers 
compared relationships, educational/job 
performance, and behavioral, emotional 
and mental health problems in the two 
samples.”

Children of same sex parents, regardless 
of the child’s gender score as well on 
mental health as other adults of the same 
age. 

“There is no justification to restrict child 
custody or placement, or access to 
reproductive technologies, based on the 
parents’ sexual orientation.” - Henny Bos, 
Ph.D.

“Previous research found that the 
development of psychological well-being 
in these offspring over a 7-year period 
from childhood through adolescence was 
the same for those conceived through 
known or unknown sperm donors.”

“...the absence of male role models did 
not adversely affect the psychological 
adjustment of 17-year-olds raised in lesbian 
households.”

National Longitudinal Lesbian Family 
Study — “Mental Health of Adult Offspring” 
The New England Journal of Medicine 
co-authored by Nanette Gartrell, M.D., 
Henny Bos, Ph.D., and Audrey Koh, M.D.,

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/
NEJMc1804810



COMBAT INSOMNIA

FIGHT CHRONIC PAIN

REDUCE INFLAMMATION

REDUCE SEIZURES

 COMBAT DEPRESSION

FIGHT ANXIETY

IDENTIFY TERPENES

REDUCE ECZEMA

CANNABIS 
KNOWLEDGE
CANNABIS 

KNOWLEDGE

LEARN HOW TO

SATIVA INDICA

B-Mycrene - (Terpenoid) *MOST COMMON* 
used to reduce chronic pain and inflammation.
-reduce inflammation
-sleep aid
-muscle relaxant
-combats asthma

A-Pinene - (Terpenoid) used to counteract 
unwanted effects of THC.
-reduce anxiety
-reduce short term memory
-helps retain memory
-combats asthma

Tall stem, slim long leaves

-Boost energy       -Lighter in color

-Head high           -Alertness

-Uplifting              -Euphoric

-Influences creativity

-Best used during the day

B-Pinene - (Terpenoid) used to help breathe 
better.
-reduce inflammation
-kill bacteria 
-improve memory
-combats asthma

Limmonene - (Terpenoid) *SECOND MOST 
COMMON* used to make medicine.
-anti depressant
-anti bacterial
-anti cancer
-weight reduction
-combats asthma

Terpinolene(Terpenoid) found typically 
in sativa strains.
-mild sedative
-anti fungal
-anti bactieral
-reduce heart disease
-anti cancer

Ocimene - (Terpenoid)
-reduce hypertension
-anti oxidative properties
-reduce diabetes
-anti inflammatory

B- Caryophyllene - (Terpenoid) used to releieve 
pain.
-reduce seizures
-reduce plaque build up in arteries
-reduce inflamation

Trans Nerolidol - (Terpenoid)
-sedative effects
-anti parasitic
-anti microbial
-reduce leishmaniasis

A- Humulene - (Terpenoid)
-anti bacterial
-anti tumor
-pharmacokinetic
-anti bacterial
-anti inflammatory

Linalool - (Terpenoid) 
-reduce anxiety
-anti analgesic
-anti depressant
-sedative properties
-anti epileptic

Terpenes - (Terpenoid) large diverse class of 
organic compounds produced by a veriety of 
plants.
-strong odors that protect plants
-can induce sleep
- relax muscles
-combats asthma

Short stem, short wide bushy broad leaves

-Sedative              -Darker in color

-Body(stimulant)    -Apetite stimulator

-Sleep aid             -Chronic pain

-Best used at night

By Devon Kendrick and Maurice McBride
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What is the price that we pay as a 
community when multi-million dollar 
companies alter their logos for pride 
month, but also fund a large amount 
of donations towards politicians who 

lobby for anti-LGBTQ legislation?
Ari identified as Bi-sexual before he came 
out, he felt like he resonated so much 
to his transgender friends. Ari is aware 
of the misuse of pride month. He states, 
“Companies only shed light during one 
month out of twelve just for the fun, colors, 
and photo ops.” He describes the feeling 
as morally wrong, and its time to no longer 
affiliate with brands who genuinely don’t 
give a fuck. With the upcoming elections, 
people need to wake up and not just go 
back to their regular life when specific 
issues arise.

Hiding their bigotry as pride is on the 
mainstream full front, corporations have 
inaugurated a curiosity in participating in 
pride events throughout June to obviously 
market to us faking to advocate for the 
real cause.

We will not be tokenized or used for 
profit.  As these big corporations rally in 
major cities across the United States, they 
signal a sign of commitment standing with 
us. It ultimately portrays that progress 
has been made. That we are more visible 
and that our rights as citizens and souls 
are meet, but in all actuality, they are 
against us, and we must discern from the 
propaganda.

BOYS NEED LOVE TOO
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We are not here to force an agenda. 
The “Black Lives Matter” movement 
was brought to you by two queer 
black women for crying out loud. Not 
to mention “Stonewall,” the beginning 
of queer’s rebelling against injustice 
was orchestrated by black transgender 
themselves. 

DONT TAKE NO SHIT 
& WONT BE USED

Moses identifies as Queer, meaning he dates who he wants, love who he wants, 
and fuck who he wants. He elaborates that pride is profitable, especially in 
the advertisement mecca New York City and much of DC/Baltimore. It’s a big 
business they bring in the celebrities to build up anticipation and capitalize on 
the momentum, but as soon as it over its back to homophobia. Moses suggests, 
“support looks like showing up, voting, and helping pass bills.” The CEO’s in 
these positions do the exact opposite, and we have to stop investing where we 
are not truly represented. Although when it comes to boycotting and joining 
together, Queer and Blackness is not monolithic, and not one person is the 
same.  It’s impossible to bond as one, as example the civil right movement it is 
a bigmisconception that everyone was on one accord, when there was plenty 
of black folks okay with the status quo. Ideally, nowadays, it starts with an 
intimate group, protest, and more conversations held across media.

It’s critical to know that the history of 
us was not born a few years ago. 
Just because companies are now 
pitching in for the wrong reasons 
does not mean we don’t deserve 
inclusivenesss and the correct 
representation.



Immigrant Nation
By Jack Owusu-Brinfour, Randy Mcfall, and Stacey Amon



Jack is a child of God, musician, graphic 
designer, dreamer, and immigrant. 
Growing up, his childhood was somewhat 
different, he was born in China by two Ghanaian 
parents. He moved to the United States at the 
age of six. His experience in America was 
different but was not hard to adapt to. He had 
family in Maryland that helped him adapt to 
the culture. As a kid, he didn’t know he was 
an immigrant. As he got older, he learned what 
an immigrant was. In high school, he finally 
learned that immigrants were different from 
citizens. At the age of 16, he tried to go get his 
driver’s license but came to figure out he was 
not allowed to because of his status. He then 
realized he was not like everyone else, that he 
was indeed different. He would constantly pray 
for his citizenship.

When applying to college he was not eligible 
for financial aid. A college told him he had to 
pay out of state tuition even though he lives in 
the state because he did not have the necessary 
paperwork. He knew there were benefits of 
being a DACA recipient , you can get work 
employment and a social security number. 
People don’t understand how many people in 
America are immigrants. Being an immigrant 
has not stopped him from achieving his goals.

How has the barriers of 
immigration and voting affected 
you as a person?

At first, it affected me in a very negative way. 
I didn’t have the benefits that citizens have. I 
couldn’t be a part of the country that I knew 
growing up. I feel like I am in a prison, a wall 
that is blocking me from opportunities but it 
hasn’t stopped me from achieving my goals. 
There are things I would like to change. 
I know the power of voting is real.

I believe that people have a choice but not all 
of us have that same choice. Barriers have been 
holding me back and I have had to work twice 
as hard but I believe it will get better and there’s 
still a long way to go into a change in America.

Can things change for the better 
concerning immigration voting 
laws and if so, how can that 
change happen?

I believe things can get better. People need to 
be aware of these things that are happening. 
People need to think about their friends that 
are immigrants. When we think of immigrants 
we think of Latinxs and Asians. We never put 
black people into consideration. The 
thought can be the start for change. 

Citizens need to be more sensitive. When 
people make noise, the government will hear. 
When the government hears they will be forced 
to do something about it. Everyone needs to 
help immigrants voice their concerns. 

Randy is an International student from 
the Bahamas. He’s been in the US for about 
four years, and when he came it was a culture 
shock. The experiences that fill his life are much 
different from when he lived in the Bahamas. 
Even the way you meet and greet people is not 
the same. He has been through alot of things 
that have grown him as an individual, some of 
these things have helped him and others have 
not. Randy thanks God for life.

How has the barriers of 
immigration and voting affected 
you as a person?

It hasn’t affected me. I never voted in my life not 
in America or even in the Bahamas. I can’t vote 
in America. I know voting is a big thing 
and it comes with power. I don’t want to 
vote. If I gets my citizenship, I may vote but 
that’s something I am still thinking about.

Can things change for the better 
concerning immigration voting 
laws and if so, how can that 
change happen?

If a change was going to happen it would 
have been already done. Some people 
have been in America way before me. Before I 
was born everything has become harder since 
9/11. It’s hard for me being on a student visa 
limited to four years, after it is over I have to 
return to the Bahamas and renew it just to be 
able to enter the United States again. Until I get 
a green card or citizenship, I will be in America 
temporarily. No matter what job I have or 
connects, I will always have to return home. I 
am here on an F1 student visa. It’s rough but 
you have to put God first keep striving, keep 
pushing, and never give up. I study digital 
cinematography and I am striving to be the best 
I can be. I want to go back home to provide for 
my family. My goal is to get my family out of the 
Bahamas. I am trying to get opportunities and 
better himself. I want to eventually give back 
to areas I grew up in and been around. There 
are a lot of limitations for immigrants, so much 
restriction only the strongest survive.



Stacey is a citizen of the United States, 
however, her parents came to the 
United States from Ivory Coast a few 
years before she was born on a visiting 
visa. When the visa was about to expire, they 
realized that America is a better living situation 
than what they were currently living, so they 
decided to stay. They had brought her sister and 
brother with them, they were five and seven at 
the time. Her parents had to learn English since 
their native language is French. They constantly 
struggled with immigration and had to go to 
court several times. Although her father decided 
to return to his country her mother stayed in 
America with her three kids, but it was extremely 
difficult for her. 

Since her siblings were young, they basically had 
no say and it was hard for them, they couldn’t 
receive financial aid and had to constantly 
pay to renew their social security number. Her 
sister recently became a citizen and her life has 
changed. She is now able to vote and travel 
outside the country. It’s not fair to her that even 
though she was born in the United States; her 
sibling who were brought to America, very 
young, have to constantly struggle.

How has the barriers of 
immigration and voting affected 
you as a person?

The fact that immigrants can’t vote doesn’t make 
sense to me. 
My mother has lived in this country for about 15 
years and is working and paying taxes, but she 
still is not allowed to voice her own opinion. 
I remember when I finally turned 18 and was 
able to vote, my mom pushed me and drove 
me to the polls even though she didn’t care 
for voting she said,“you’ll be voting for 
me”.

Can things change for the better 
concerning immigration voting 
laws and if so, how can that 
change happen?

I think a change can happen. I feel that 
there should be a law where if you lived in the 
country for at least five years no matter the 
status you are able to vote because there are 
so many immigrations that we are losing votes 
for and that’s how some unqualified candidates 
end up in the White House.

The criminalization of sex workers creates 
a negative stigma against it. This creates a 
significant barrier to sex workers’ access 
to health services. Sex workers face 
abusive and disrespectful attitudes from 
healthcare providers, this type of prejudice 
taints the ability of health professionals 
to adequately assess the situation and 
respond appropriately. Decriminalization 
offers a powerful alternative to the stigma 
and discrimination sex workers face in 
their interactions with many health care 
providers.

Health Barriers For 
Sex Workers’

“Going to doctors’ offices like the 
OBGYN is hard. In forms they ask 
for your occupation. I want to be 
honest because health is important 
and for sex workers there’s 
obviously a higher risk for certain 
aspects of your health, but I feel 
like I just get a certain attitude from 
the providers, that they don’t show 
the most compassion and care.” 
-Anonymous

Only RIGHTS Will Fix 

By Tatyana Gaskins-Wallace and Kaylin Luces
 

Sex work should be considered one of the oldest professions in the world, but many 
people seem to think it’s a new issue, including the 2020 presidential candidates.

The Wrongs



What Is The
Decriminalization 
Of Sex Work? 

Decriminalization respects human rights  
and dignity

10 Reasons 
to Fight for the 
Decriminalization 
of Sex Work

Decriminalization of sex work means the 
removal of all criminal laws that prohibit 
selling, buying or facilitating sex work. 
Policing and criminalizing sex work is 
one of the main sites of racial profiling, 
police violence/abuse of power, and mass 
incarceration of black and brown women, 
girls, trans and gender non-conforming 
people. Decriminalizing sex work would 
reduce the stigma, discrimination and 
uncertainty that comes with criminality. 
It would allow us to live and work in a 
healthy and safe environment, without fear 
of arrest that deprives us of our freedom. 
It also allows us to take the steps we need 
for fair and safe working conditions to 
communicate and negotiate with our clients 
and those we engage with.
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10.

Decriminalization helps guard against        
violence and abuse
Decriminalization challenges police  
abuse and violence
Decriminalization improves access to 
justice
Decriminalization challenges the 
consequences of having a criminal record
Decriminalization improves access to 
health services
Decriminalization reduces risk of HIV 
and sexually transmitted infections
Decriminalization promotes safe 
working conditions
Decriminalization allows for effective 
responses to trafficking
Decriminalization challenges state 
control over bodies and sexuality
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Decriminalize Destigmatize Decarcerate
People in the Sex Trade
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1776 Only land owning men could vote.

1856 Vote granted to all white men.

1868 14th Amendment grants African - Americans citizenship, but not the right to vote.

1870 15th Amendment prevents federal or state governments for denying the right to vote to  

                 citizens based on race. 

1872  Activists Susan B. Anthony and Sojourner Truth are arrested / turned away for trying to vote.

1920  19th Amendment grants suffrage to women, but not all Native American and Asian women     

                 have citizenship.

1924  Indian Citizenship Act is passed, giving Native Americans full citizenship, but many states        

                 still disenfranchise them at the polls.

1948  The last state laws denying Native Americans the right to vote are overturned.

1952 McCarren-Walter Act grants all Asian-Americans the right to become citizens and vote.

1965 Congress passes the Voting Rights Act, removing discriminatory barriers that kept many 

  people of color from voting.

1971 Voting age is lowered from 21 to 18 in light of the Vietnam War to ensure that those old  

  enough to fight could vote. 

1975 Congress votes to expand the US Voting Rights act, which expands voting rights to minority

  groups that had traditionally fallen outside of the Act’s protection; ie: Latinx identities.

1990  The passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act ensures that election workers and   

  polling sites provide services designed to ensure that individuals with disabilities can vote.

1993  National Voter Registration Act is passed, making it easier to register at DMV’s and   

  public assistance centers. 

2000  A federal court ruled that citizens of US territories like Puerto Rico and Guam cannot  

  vote in federal elections.
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